
 

RIVER GARDEN CELEBRATES 72nd YEAR, HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING AND ANNIVERSARY DAY CELEBRATION 

Jacksonville, FL, March 25, 2018 – If there was a better way to spend a Sunday afternoon, we have yet to hear of it. More than 500 members of 
the community filled the River Garden campus in celebration of the agency’s 72nd Anniversary Day Celebration and Annual Meeting. 

After about 4 minutes of light rain just before the start of the event, the rest of the day is best summed up by fun, laughter and lots of activity. 
Festivities included a barbeque, pony rides, face painting and clowns, balloon artistry, games, and a bounce house.  

Splendid background music was provided by a very talented trio of students from the UNF Jazz program; grill masters Art Sherman and Marc Raitt 
cooked up hot dogs, hamburgers and delicious chicken sandwiches; wonderful desserts were prepared and served by River Garden Auxiliary, 
headed by Sharon Smith and Carla Bernard. 

Many also attended the annual meeting of River Garden Senior Services, held in the Cohen Auditorium, where River Garden installed new board 
leadership and trustees. After five outstanding years as President of The Coves at River Garden board, Lois Schlesinger has passed the honor to 
Dennis Lafer, who served as Vice President. Continuing as Presidents of their respective boards: Gloria Einstein, Senior Services board; Susan 
Cohen, Hebrew Home board; Jeanine Rogozinski, Foundation board; Sheldon Gendzier, Albert Z. Fleet Geriatric Training Center board. Newly 
installed board trustees include Colman Brodsky, Randy Kammer, Rachel Monteiro and Erik Rostholder to the Foundation board, and Nathan 
Goldman to the Hebrew Home board.  

Gloria Einstein, Senior Services board President, and Susan Cohen, Hebrew Home board President, honored Sheldon Gendzier, naming him 
Lifetime Honorary Trustee as he celebrates 60 consecutive years of board and leadership service to River Garden. 

Nan Rothstein, Home Board member, chaired the event, and did an outstanding job coordinating the activities of the day and hosting the annual 
meeting. When asked what River Garden means to her, Nan said, “To me, River Garden is one of the most beautiful places on earth because it is a 
true home filled with loving-kindness and compassionate, dignified care, and our mission is sincerely held by every administrator, staff member, and 
volunteer.” Reflecting on River Garden’s longstanding role in our community, Rothstein said, “We are proud beyond measure of the Northeast 
Florida community and grateful for the love that has nourished our home for generations.” 

The day concluded with River Garden Auxiliary’s popular and much-anticipated Tombola drawing, when a lucky member of the community walked 
away with a $2,500 grand prize (and some new “best friends”!) 

About River Garden 

River Garden Senior Services is a not-for-profit, mission-driven community agency offering an array of elder care programs and services on a 40-
acre campus in the Mandarin area of Jacksonville. Sponsored by the organized Jewish community, River Garden serves clients from diverse 
religious and ethnic backgrounds while maintaining an environment supportive of Jewish identity and informed by Jewish values.  

In addition to being an 8-time recipient of the prestigious Governor’s Gold Seal Award for Excellence in Long Term Care, River Garden was recently 
named as the top nursing home in the state of Florida by U.S. News & World Report, is a recipient of U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Nursing 
Homes” designation in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016-17, and 2017-18, and is a 5-star rated community by AHCA (Agency for Health Care Administration) 
and CMS (Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services). 

The River Garden campus includes: River Garden Hebrew Home, a 180-bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation facility; The Coves at River Garden, 
an 80-unit independent living community; River Garden Home Health Care, a Florida licensed and Medicare certified home health agency; River 
Garden Rehab, providing short-stay rehabilitation and outpatient physical, occupational and speech therapies; River Garden Adult Day Care; The 
Albert Z. Fleet Geriatric Training Center, providing continuing education, training and professional advancement for staff; and River Garden 
Foundation, providing financial support to the River Garden system of senior services. 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For additional information contact:  
Skip Willbach, Director of Communications 
River Garden Senior Services 
11401 Old St. Augustine Road, Jacksonville, FL 32258 
swillbach@rivergarden.org // Phone: 904-260-1818 x207 
Fax: 904-260-9733 
www.rivergarden.org 
 
### 

Nan Rothstein, as Chair of the Day, addresses the audience during 
the Annual Meeting of River Garden Senior Services 
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