


“ Honor thy Father and thy Mother, that thy days may  
 be long upon the earth which I the Lord give thee.”
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We are delighted to report that during 2020 Newsweek Magazine identified River Garden Hebrew Home 
for the Aged as the #1 skilled nursing facility in the State of Florida, and that throughout the pandemic 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) rated us with 5 stars (highest possible) in every 
category they measured.

During COVID we suspended all outpatient programs including outpatient therapies, adult day care and 
rentals at The Coves, and shut down our short-stay, post-acute care program. We opened up a specially 
designated COVID-19 unit so that we could properly care for seniors requiring that level of care on 
our campus. At one point over the summer, we had more than 50 open nursing home beds and nine 
open apartments at The Coves. By the end of the year the situation had improved; we project that it will 
continue to do so through the coming year.

Unfortunately, for the first time in River Garden’s history, we had to lay off staff. Those remaining often 
found themselves doing work outside of their regular duties; no staff is doing exactly the work that they 
were doing prior to the arrival of COVID-19.

The overwhelming majority of our nursing home residents, Coves Members, and staff received the first 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine (Pfizer) at the end of the year with the second dose scheduled for mid-January 
2021. We are grateful to Walgreens for working with us in scheduling vaccine clinics for our residents and 
staff, and are pleased that 97 percent of our residents have been vaccinated against COVID-19.

Dear Friends,

This Annual Report to the community is unlike any other in the 75 -year history of our agency. No one 
could possibly have imagined early last year that “life as we’ve known it” would come to a screeching halt. 
COVID-19 wrought havoc upon the entire country, but nowhere more so than on seniors’ campuses.

From the beginning of the pandemic, we promised to communicate reliably and clearly with everyone. 
When things were going well, we shared it; when things could have been better, we shared that, too. We 
hope you found those communications helpful and informative.

Beginning in February 2020, before there were confirmed U.S. cases, and throughout the year, we ramped 
up and managed enhanced inventories to fight COVID-19, investing more than $400,000 in supplies for 
infection control. We spent countless hours adjusting our care systems and staff to reflect a new normal, 
driven by an unwavering goal of enhancing resident safety and infection control.

In March, emergency orders issued by Governor Ron DeSantis shut down the campus to all family 
visitors. It was especially stressful to enforce artificial barriers between residents and their loved families, 
all in the name of “protecting seniors.” Staff quickly and eagerly responded by helping our residents make 
video contact with loved ones — not a perfect substitute but still a great comfort to residents and their 
families. A measured reopening of family visitation occurred in late Summer, allowing us to implement 
a restricted program for family visits. Those rules continued through the end of 2020 and into the new year.

During the year, clinical and administrative staff participated in a statewide Leading Age Florida 
consortium, helping us remain fully aligned with incredibly fast-moving regulatory changes around 
COVID-19. We also participated in daily community agency Zoom Meetings facilitated by the Federation 
which were designed to support the work of all local agencies and synagogues, and senior management  
met twice weekly with the presidents of our four Boards for updates.

Last March, we were forced to postpone the annual meeting of River Garden Senior Services and the 
74th Anniversary celebration of River Garden Hebrew Home. Subsequently, the event was turned into 
a virtual meeting held in April during which we thanked Susan Cohen, who completed her service as 
board president of River Garden Hebrew Home, and welcomed Dr. Lawrence (Larry) Goldberg as her 
successor. All other board leaders continued for another term. Through the remainder of the year, all of  
our board and committee meetings have been held virtually. We hope that sometime in 2021 we will  
again be holding in-person board and committee meetings on campus.

(continued on page 4)
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Kathy Osterer retired in December following 22 years as River Garden’s Chief Development Officer. She 
was replaced by Christina Levine, who formerly served as the University of North Florida’s director  
of major gifts. And, it was announced that Martin Goetz will step down as River Garden’s Chief Executive 
Officer at the annual meeting on March 21, 2021. He will be succeeded by Mauri Mizarahi, who 
previously served as River Garden Administrator.

During the course of the pandemic, many people stepped up to help us sustain a degree of normalcy on 
our campus and we are deeply grateful to all of them. Special mention and thanks to our colleagues at the 
Jewish Community Alliance (JCA) and the Jewish Community Federation and Foundation of Northeast 
Florida (Federation) who helped us manage our guardhouse, including screening of individuals seeking 
entry to the campus, and who grocery shopped for members of The Coves. Thank you to all of them.

As life begins to return to normal, both on our campus and around the country, we look forward to 
fully restoring our programs and services, especially outpatient programs that were shut down during 
the pandemic. And as elder care continues to evolve, forever impacted by events of the last year, River 
Garden’s longstanding commitment is to remain both flexible and focused on meeting the needs of seniors 
in our community. With your help and financial support, we will do just that for generations to come.

We’re looking forward to the future as we prepare to celebrate River Garden’s Diamond Anniversary, 
mindful of our responsibilities as stewards of this remarkable community asset. A future where our 
beautiful Mandarin campus will once again be a bustling arena of Jewish life,  where multiple  
generations routinely gather and engage each other in an environment supportive of our traditions  
and values.

We hope you enjoy our 2020 Annual Report to the community. O U R  M I S S I O N
To provide...
a wide range of quality, 
cost effective elder 
care services in 
residential, outpatient 
and community based 
settings.

To create...
a comfortable, caring 
and dignified home 
for the frail elderly 
serving both rich and 
poor with excellence.

To serve...
people of all faiths,  
while maintaining  
an environment 
supportive of Jewish 
identity and informed  
by Jewish values.

To act...
as a valuable  
educational 
resource in elder  
care for the entire 
community.

Over the last 75 years, River Garden has refined, transformed and bonded  
itself into the solid organization we know today. This “diamond” among  
senior care providers has what it takes to stand the test of time as it passes  
from generation to generation.

Gloria Einstein 
President 

River Garden 
Senior Services

Dennis Lafer, MD
President 

The Coves at 
River Garden

Lawrence Goldberg, MD
President 

River Garden 
Hebrew Home

Sandy Zimmerman
President 

River Garden 
Foundation

Martin Goetz
CEO 

River Garden 
Senior Services



Change Was The Only Constant

T E A M W O R K

aintaining adherence with federal and 
state rules and regulations governing 
skilled nursing facilities is nothing new 
for River Garden. In a typical year, 

changes are somewhat limited and include areas  
such as payment, staffing levels, resident rights  
and the physical environment — all with the focus  
on improving quality, cost and experience. During  
2020, COVID-19 changed all that, and the changes 
kept coming.

Beginning in March, as COVID emerged, so did a 
daily barrage of changes: including orders from the 
Governor and guidance from Florida Emergency 
Management, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), CMS, the Department of Health 
and others. To keep up, River Garden’s Emergency 
Operations Team — comprised of departmental leads 
across the agency — met seven days a week along 
with regulatory experts to discuss the changes and 
plan the cascade of information to staff, residents  
and families.
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“ Our expectation is always  
  mastery of procedures.   
  COVID was such an  
  unknown entity and   
  immense stressor;   

    adding to that stress  
  was the continuous   
pursuit of mastering these new skills and   
protocols in a very short period of time.”
— Bernadeth Palompo, BSN, RN,    
    Assistant Director of Nursing  
    and Infection Preventionist

Large Binders Filled with COVID-19  
Timeline, Changes & Documentation16 Emergency Orders from Governor 

DeSantis in 9 Months22 

“ Through the pandemic, protecting our residents   
 affected all areas: supplies, visitation, resident  
 care, dining and meal delivery, therapy, and even   
 procedures for the influx of medical waste.  
 Each update brought an avalanche of requirements,   
 and nearly every change impacted who was  
 involved in the process.”
 — Mauri Mizrahi, Associate Administrator 

1,530

Pictured: Mauri Mizrahi,  
Marty Goetz & Bobbie Jo Mentz

“ Building a more robust infrastructure for    
 communication, at all levels and in multiple  
 ways — for staff, residents and families — was   
 necessary, beneficial and will be one of many
 changes we embrace moving forward.”
 — Bobbie Jo Mentz, Associate Administrator 

via Emails, Newsletters, 
Town Halls, Huddles & 
Weekly Zoom MeetingsTOUCHPOINTS

March 2020



R E S O LV E
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s stories about COVID-19 emerged prior 
to the pandemic hitting the U.S., River 
Garden became concerned about the 
disruption of global supply chains. This 

prompted a decision to increase basic, non-perishable 
supplies on hand in order to withstand a potential 
shortage. The first order in February included items 
like gloves, basic surgical masks, briefs, pads, alcohol 
wipes, paper towels and toilet paper. Little did anyone 
know that the dearth of supplies would reach such 
stunning proportions throughout most of 2020.

Prior to COVID-19, it was rare to see an N95 mask 
at River Garden — that level of infection control 
protection was not something called for often, if at all. 
However, as evidence of COVID transmission grew 

and caution escalated, the need for more intensive 
personal protective equipment (PPE) increased 
exponentially.

The chase was on — between tracking down new 
vendors, wiring money, buying out gas station 
alcohol wipes, or driving to the Jacksonville 
Fairgrounds to pick up supplies from Florida’s 
Emergency Management Services, River Garden 
staff were focused on providing protection to  
keep people safe.

Not only were supplies scarce, costs were through 
the roof. At one point, N95 masks that typically 
cost 73 cents were more than $3 each, if they 
could be found at all. Finally, toward Fall 2020, 
production leveled-up and the flow and cost of 
supplies began to normalize.

A

200

Pictured: Carina Bautista conducts fit-
testing for N95 mask with Brianna Bush

Sanitizing Dispensers  
Installed Across Campus $50,000

Versus a Typical Year:

Safety: Priority Number-One

“ Early on, River Garden was able to place  
 an initial emergency order to acquire  
 30,000 surgical masks, 200 isolation  
 gowns and N95 masks through a   
 consortium put together by the   
 Association of Jewish Aging Services.”
  — Betty Sorna, Chief Financial Officer

$400,000
Infection Control Supply  

Costs in 2020:
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C O M M I T M E N T

s soon as COVID-19 cases were  
reported within the State of Florida, 
River Garden began to implement 
enhanced safety measures to protect 

vulnerable seniors residing on our campus. In early 
March, screening at the guardhouse, and increased 
hand hygiene and environmental cleaning seemed  
like understandable inconveniences to ensure a  
COVID-free campus.

A week later, 
the number of 
positive cases rose 
across our state 
and surrounding 
counties. Federal 
and state guidance 

for health care facilities, especially nursing homes, 
required us to minimize activity on the campus, 
including restricting all visitors, volunteers, guest 
dining, community programming and non-medical 
transport.

Remarkably, the River Garden Hebrew Home did 
not experience a positive COVID-19 case among 
staff or residents until the end of June. The staff, 
already on heightened alert, went into overdrive. 

Within a matter of hours, Assistant Director of 
Plant Operations Ben Rayo, along with his team, 
configured, repurposed and insulated an unused 
area of the Rehabilitation wing to serve as a 
COVID-19 Care Unit.

“ This has been such a sad time without  
 the usual level of activity at River   
 Garden. We all wanted to do something  
   to help. I am so proud to have  
 supported the clinical care team and  
 our residents during this time.”
  — Ben Rayo, Assistant Director of  
   Plant Operations

A
Loving Residents to Life

Pictured: Ben Rayo and  
Francesco Rayo with  
Custom-Built Screen

6 
Porch Visits Through
Custom-Built Safety Screens

Hours for Plant Operations  
to Engineer and Create Two
COVID-19 Isolation Units

237



Within the 8-bed COVID unit at River Garden, along 
with a second 8-bed unit built a week later, amazing 
stories of courage, commitment and love emerged. 
Just as suddenly as the COVID units were built, so 
were strong COVID clinical care teams, one led by 
20-year nursing veteran Joy Agger, RN.

To keep patients and other employees safe, Joy’s 
mighty care team truly operated as an isolated unit. 
They only interacted with one another and never 
worked in any other units or spaces during the active 
COVID season. However, the rest of the River 
Garden team wouldn’t let them feel alone in their 
effort to care for these frail residents. They sent the 
COVID team meals, snacks and treats, along with 
words of encouragement and gratitude.

Like true heroes, day 
in and day out, the 
COVID care teams 
kept the focus on their 
mission: caring for and 
loving patients back  
to health.  
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Not only were the nursing teams a lifeline 
for these patients fighting COVID, nearly as 
important were the relationships they built with 
patients’ worried family members and loved ones. 
At its peak, the COVID unit was caring for nine 
patients at one time. Regardless of the quantity, 
these caregivers made a point to try and call every 
patient’s family every day, just to touch base and 
provide a status update. To this day, Joy and her 
special team continue to check in on their former 
COVID patients’ progress and take great pride  
in the care they provided during 2020.

C O U R A G E

“ Some of the first steps to  
   preparing the COVID   
   unit were figuring out what  
   would be necessary to  
   maintain the safety and   
   intent of the isolation unit.  
  Things we take for granted  

 on a typical care unit — laundry, food delivery, 
 garbage pick-up — all required a different   
 process for a closed unit team. Once we  
 figured those things out, our small team  
 became a well-oiled machine that was fueled  
 by the kindness, concern and support from  
 the rest of our River Garden colleagues.”
 — Joy Agger, RN, COVID-19 Care Unit   
     Team lead and recipient of the 2021  
     Minnie Schreiber Staff Leadership Award 

Recovery Parades  
From the COVID Unit18

Pictured: Joy Agger and Morgan Langtry



R E S I L I E N C E

very aspect of River Garden’s system was 
disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As CDC guidance dictated increasingly 
restrictive policies, every River Garden 

resident, family member, employee and partner 
entered unknown territory. Changes forced families 
to communicate differently and employees to work 
creatively; most noticeable was the uncommon quiet 
of the usually bustling campus.

Change is difficult for most people; for older adults,  
and particularly those whose liveliness depend 
on daily interactions, support and affection, these 
changes felt crippling. The necessity of constant 
masking alone brought on a series of challenges in 
communication for residents hard of hearing or those 
who may rely on lip reading and facial expression 
for context. However, as necessity is the mother of 
invention, teams across River Garden got to work 
creating solutions that would maintain a semblance  
of quality of life.

Kari Bell, Communications & Marketing Director, 
made it her mission to keep the campus connected. 
In addition to facilitating regular updates regarding 
COVID, she led efforts to bring virtual programming 
to resident rooms, encourage greetings from 

“ River Garden’s rehab gym was closed   
 forcing us to change how we conducted   
 our therapy sessions. Physical, occupational  
 and speech therapy moved to one-on-one  
 treatments, often in a resident’s room. On  
 top of navigating a modified environment  
 and needing to adjust exercises,  
 communication became a significant  
 challenge because we had to wear masks. 
 Sometimes therapists videotaped  
 instructions and used whiteboards so  
 they could write back-and-forth  
 to answer patients’ questions.”
 —  Francesca Santos, PT, Rehabilitation   
  Program Director
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E
Embracing a New Normal

Facetime Calls  
Completed with  
Residents & Families630

High Holiday  
Videos Received  
from Families54

Virtual Programs  
Broadcast for  
Residents46

Pictured: David Wagner 
with Kari Bell 

“ Of all the people who have tried to teach me how to use  
 the computer, Kari is the only one who’s been successful.  
 She gave me the courage to take my laptop out of the  
 drawer and helped make it more comfortable to use. It’s  
 opened a whole new world for me! I’ve learned to do  
 email and can look up information on the internet, and  
 it’s so much fun to Zoom with my sisters every week.  
 I am even looking into getting a smartphone.”
 — David Wagner, Member of The Coves

community members, and offer one-on-
one training to learn Zoom and other 
computer-based applications. Many 
“students” are now adept at connecting 
with their loved ones as well as handling 
personal needs like banking, shopping  
and telehealth online.



Transcending the Moment

S E L F L E S S N E S S

hat’s not my job” is a phrase you’d 
never hear uttered at River Garden.  
During 2020, teams across our 
campus pivoted, individuals stretched 

out of their comfort zones and everyone stepped up. 
Every employee gained a new perspective and an 
even greater appreciation of one another.

Campus-wide testing for COVID-19 through  
St. Vincent’s Mobile Health Ministry required every 
employee’s support for the safe and orderly transport  
of residents.

To support Nursing staff, 
the entire Life Enrichment 
team transitioned as CNAs 
throughout the summer 
months, supporting 
resident’s feeding and 
personal care needs. 
Development staff helped 

prepare individualized PPE packets, delivered meals 
to resident rooms and facilitated porch visits among 
families. Social workers also helped residents connect 
with families through FaceTime and Zoom visits. 

Employees weren’t the only people stepping up 
throughout 2020: volunteers, donors, Jewish agency 
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“ Several of us who transitioned as CNAs   
 worked the 3 - 11 p.m. shift because that’s  
 where the need was. I got to know a lot   
 of the staff in completely new ways and
  saw how differently everyone was dealing  
 with the experience — whether with their  
 own families and personal lives or the   
 general fear and stress of COVID. When  
 we would take short breaks for dinner,   
 it was an opportunity to provide moral 
 support. Throughout this year, the family- 
 like culture of River Garden really shined.”
 — Lisa Poremba, ADC, CNA,  
     Life Enrichment Services Director 

Pictured: Resident Ben Talpalar  
with Lisa Poremba 

“ The Jewish community dedicated support to River Garden  
 throughout the pandemic. Nearly 40 JCA staff were  
 trained to assist with screening at the front entrance, and  
 a rotating cast of staff and volunteers from the JCA and  
 Federation have provided grocery and personal shopping  
 to keep members of The Coves safe.”
 — Mauri Mizrahi, Associate Administrator  
   

partners, corporations and health 
systems across the community 
contributed goods and funding along 
with their time and support. River 
Garden received hundreds of thank-
you cards, gifts, meals and PPE 
for our staff; Buddy Boxes, plants 
and greeting cards for residents; 
and grant funding that enabled the 
deployment of technology to keep 
us all connected … the outpouring 
of goodwill and encouragement was 
uplifting and always seemed to arrive 
just when we needed it most.

Personal Shopping 
Shif ts Filled by 
Jacksonville Jewish 
Community Volunteers

300
Days of Daily 
Guardhouse 
Screening with 
the Help of JCA 

60



This past year has been unlike any other in the history of  
the agency. The entire River Garden system has been  
significantly impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
Beginning in March, The Home’s census was significantly 
impacted by our aggressive efforts to minimize the risk of 
inadvertently admitting a COVID-19-positive resident. A 
specially designated 18-bed COVID-19 unit was established 
in the event that a resident tested or was suspected positive 
for the virus. Additionally, the campus was closed to visitors 
resulting in our Adult Day Program, outpatient therapy 
services and off-campus Home Health Care program  
closing. The restrictions also impacted our ability to rent 
units at The Coves. 

COVID had a significant impact on operations. Occupancy 
at the nursing facility dipped to 79 percent, a record low,  
and occupancy at The Coves was 95 percent. The River 
Garden Foundation canceled the River Garden Classic,  
and the annual River Garden Foundation Gala became  
the “No-Go” Gala.  

It cost $23.4 million for River Garden Hebrew Home’s daily 
operations, including $400,000 in COVID-related infection 
control supplies, a decrease of 10 percent over 2019.  
Depreciation, amortization of bond issuance costs, and a 
State of Florida “Quality Assessment Fee” added $2.6 million 
to what are normally considered operating expenses totaling 
$26 million. In addition, there were $410,000 in capital 
expenditures and $566,000 in bond principal payments.   
 

Approximately 67 percent of our expense went toward 
employing a full-time equivalent staff of 300.

Sources of operating funds included $23 million from 
service and other operating revenues, $556,000 from 
charitable contributions, $147,000 from an allocation 
by the Jewish Federation & Foundation of Jacksonville 
and $594,000 from River Garden Foundation. The River 
Garden Foundation also contributed $90,000 for staff 
training.

River Garden received $3.5 million in funding through  
the federal CARES Act. The Home received a loan of  
$1.9 million from the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP), $1.5 million in Health and Human Services (HHS) 
relief funds and $26,000 from a City of Jacksonville 
grant in support of infection control supplies. The Coves 
received $118,000 from a PPP loan. We project that the 
PPP loans will be forgiven in 2021, as we have met the 
requirements for loan forgiveness. The support we have 
received through the various federal programs has been 
vital to the system’s financial stability as we’ve dealt with 
the clinical and financial impacts of COVID-19.

System-wide it is important to note that charitable and 
philanthropic support continues to subsidize the care of 
the medically indigent Medicaid beneficiaries who account 
for 56 percent of all resident care given at River Garden.

River Garden System Financial Review

S T E WA R D S H I P
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OFFICERS & STAFF 2020

River Garden Senior Services
Gloria Einstein, President
Janis Fleet, Vice President
Harvey Schlesinger, Vice President
Marsha Pollock, Secretary
Edward Grenadier, Treasurer
Martin A. Goetz, Chief Executive Officer
Betty Sorna, Chief Financial Officer
Mauri Mizrahi, Associate Administrator
Bobbie Jo Mentz, Associate Administrator
Carol Thomas, Chief Nursing Officer
Kathy Osterer, Chief Development Officer
Elliott Palevsky, Chief Executive Officer Emeritus

River Garden Hebrew Home
Lawrence Goldberg, President
Randy Kammer, VP, Co-Chair of Admissions
Debby Kaye, VP, Co-Chair of Admissions
Bruce Horovitz, VP, Co-Chair of Admissions
Morrie Osterer, VP, Chair of House
Rachelle Gottlieb, Secretary
Cindy Demri, Treasurer

River Garden Foundation
Sandy Zimmerman, President
Susan DuBow, Vice President
Jeff Edwards, Vice President
Adam Frisch, Vice President
Debbie Parker, Vice President
Andrea Mail, Secretary
Michael Price, Treasurer

The Coves at River Garden
Dennis Lafer, President
Michael Price, Vice President
Malcolm Bloom, Vice President
Shirley Bielski, Secretary
Susan Cohen, Treasurer

River Garden Auxiliary
Mimi Kaufman, President
Ellen Rubens, Fundraising
Michele Steinfeld, Membership
Nancy Mizrahi, Treasurer
Betty Fastenberg, Recording Secretary

Resident Mix 
Based Upon  

Days
56%

18%

26%
Medicaid

Medicare/Managed Care

Private Pay

34%

Medicaid

Medicare Part A/ 
Managed Care

Medicare Ancillary

Private Long Term

Home & Community  
Based Services

Other Operating Income

Unrestricted Gifts  
and Contributions

Jacksonville Federation

Grants
20%

5%

25%

Salaries & Benefits

Supplies

Professional Fees & Services

General & Administrative

Depreciation

Interest

67%

10%

7%

8%
7% 1%

Where Each 
Dollar Came  

From

Where Each 
Dollar Went

2%
3%

4%
1% 6%



Janet & Norman Allison

Josh Ashby

Helen Avchin

Karen & Frank Backilman

Jack I. Bear*

Jack Becker*

Sally & Paul* Becker

Vera & Morton* Benjamin

Frances Berney*

Gary Bloom*

Rene Bonnett*

Becky & Benjamin Bromberg*

Laverne & Andy Cantor

Susan & Norman Cohen

Ronald S. Cohen

Marilyn & Bernie Datz

Nancy* & Robert Dean

Theresa & Fred Dietsch

Anne DuBow*

Raymond Ehrlich*

Gloria Einstein

Sue & Ron Elinoff

Helen & Joseph Ellis*

Rose & Sidney Entman*

Dorrie & Lanny Felder

Leonard Fink*

Phyllis & Robert* Fischer

Lilo* & Harry Frisch

Miriam Frist*

Rose Galin*

Esther & Samuel Galinsky*

Sheldon Gendzier

Susie & Marty Goetz

Michael Gold*

Rose Lee Gold*

Hilda & Sol* Goldman

Marguerite Goldstein*

Sara E. Green

Chary & Michael Greenburg

Edwin Greenfield*

Ann & Ed Grenadier

Doris Gross*

Polly & Arthur Gutman*

Ray Hardy*

E.J. Helow

Irma & Joe Horn*

Leah Horovitz*

Freda Isenberg*

Robert Jacobs*

Sam Janover*

Evelyn & Milt Kaden

Frank Kahn*

Randy Kammer

Louis Kaplan*

Irving Kaplan

Isador Kaplan*

Josephine J. Kaplan*

Mimi & Martin Kaufman

Mildred Kaufman*

Marilyn & Marvin Kay*

Susan Kay

Louis Kottle*

Lillie Ray Levy

Rose Lind*

Deanna & Michael Lissner

Jill & Mark Lodinger

Alberta Marks

Gail Meltzer

Irma Michelson*

Mildred Mizrahi*

Evelyn & Ralph Mizrahi*

Edith Mohre*

Minnie Moss*

Vincent Narducci*

D. N. Oppenheimer*

Carole & Lawrence Ort

Lucille & Irving Oster*

Kathy & Morrie Osterer

Donna & Elliott Palevsky

Anne & Ed* Presser & Family

Neil N. Presser*

Sue & Ned Price

Susan Price

Barbara & Harold* Resnick

Sondra Resnikoff

Ina Richter

Jeanine Rogozinski

Della Rosenberg*

Howard Rosenblatt

Lorry & Paul* Rothstein

Harriet* & Edwin Safer

Marion Schaul*

Bessie Schriebman*

Hyman Selber*

Hannah Setzer*

Beth & Mark Shorstein

Marilyn & H. C.* Sims

A. C. Sinclair*

Irene Sloat

Michael Solloway*

Shirley Stone*

Martha & Fred Tromberg

Brent Turbow*

Dorothy & Harry* Verstandig

Dora Weil*

Sylvia L. & Isidore Weiss*

Beth & Howard Wolpoff

Arlene & Evan Yegelwel

Eunice & Barry Zisser

*Of Blessed Memory
 List current as of 12/31/20
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River Garden Foundation

G E N E R O S I T Y

hroughout its 75-year history, River 
Garden has benefited from tremendous 
philanthropic support and community 
engagement. As we celebrate this 

milestone anniversary, we extend appreciation to 
the countless individuals, families, foundations, 
corporate and community partners who have 
contributed significantly to the success of our 
fine agency.

The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic in  
2020 transformed the operations of the Home and 
our staff remained dedicated to the safety and well-
being of our residents. The overwhelming support 
of the community was evident in 2020, with 1,174 
friends making gifts during this challenging time.

Although we were unable to host 
our two annual signature events 
in person, the River Garden 
Foundation Gala and the River 
Garden Classic, each still raised 
significant proceeds. The River 
Garden Foundation Gala, co-

chaired by Allison and Ken Jacobs, raised $324,924 
and the River Garden Classic, co-chaired by Mark 
Lodinger and Tom Harris, raised $89,577.  

T
“ Kathy’s leadership and devotion to the staff,  
 residents, and volunteers of River Garden is  
 only surpassed by the loving attention she gives  
 to all who know her. She is a special friend to  
 everyone and we thank her for all she’s done!”
 — Shirley Bielski (pictured left with Kathy Osterer)

Guardians of Tomorrow

Those who built River Garden understood that it is vital to invest in the future. For more than 30 years we have honored 
donors who want to be part of River Garden’s legacy; donors who include River Garden in their will, name River Garden as a 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy, make a gift and in exchange receive guaranteed lifetime income from River Garden, or 
contribute to the Endowment Fund. These types of gifts are just a few ways to secure our loving care community’s future.

Each year, legacy gifts and our endowment help support River Garden’s services and programs that allow residents and 
clients to maintain the dignity they deserve as older adults. The Guardians of Tomorrow program recognizes those who have 
indicated to us that River Garden Senior Services is included in their estate planning or who have made a gift to us in their 
will. We are grateful to the people listed below who have committed to creating a lasting legacy at River Garden for the next 
75 years and beyond.

This is a true testament to our volunteer leadership 
and the generous commitment of donors. The 
result of these united efforts was another successful 
year of fundraising.

Gifts to the River Garden Foundation support 
a number of areas including: innovative nursing 
care, personalized life enrichment activities, 
holiday celebrations, kosher dining, advanced 
medical technology, and a warm, welcoming 
homelike environment.



Barbara Abersold
Carlie Abersold
Elizabeth & Joseph Abisch
Arlene & Tony Adelson
Aetna
Carol Agress
Thomas Akra
Suzette & Michel Allen
Barbara & Howard Alterman
Sue & Leonard Alterman
Vicki & Neal Alterman
Sylvia Alterman
Cathie & Allen Altman
American Board of Multiple Specialties
Ameris Bank
Lyna & Carl Anderson
Shelley & Thomas Anderson
Beth & Marc Angelo
Anonymous
Eve Aptheker
Melissa Gross-Arnold & Shawn Arnold
Victoria & Samir Array
Laurene & Donald Arthur
Stefani & Josh Ashby

Phyllis & Mark Atkins
Diane & Frederick Atwill, Jr.
Estelle & Max Austin
Louise & Richard Axelberg
Marie Bacchi
Karen & Frank Backilman
Tina & Steve Bahmer
Gayle & David Bailys
Robert Baker
John Ball
Debbie Banks & Garry Kitay
Baptist Health
Baptist Medical Center Beaches
Baptist Medical Center South
Barber & Associates, Inc.
Susan Barbush & John Kennedy
Julie Barker
Elizabeth & Ernest Barnes
Ronald Baruch
Rhoda & Rabbi Israel Barzak
Laurie & Britt Bauguss
Brenda & Hal Baumgarten
Rita Baumgarten
Anne Baur

Jack Bazinsky
Barbara & Stephen Bazinsky
BDO USA, LLP
Beaches Car Wash
Beaver Street Fisheries, Inc.
Beaver Street Foundation, Inc.
Glenda & Matthew Becker
Estelle & Stuart Beckerman
Catherine Beckham
Sidney & Bill Behrens
Helga Behrmann
Mary Beissinger
Hannah & Morris Bendit
Jean Benjamin
Vera Benjamin
Patty & Guy Benrubi
Miriam Howard & Roger Benson
Ellice Berg
Donna & Greg Berger
Florence Berkow
Deborah & Neal Berkowitz
Berman Brothers, Inc.
Eleanor & Charles Berman
Carla & Lawrence Bernard
Sarah & Richard Bernard
Constance Best
bestbet Jacksonville
Beyond Home Health Care Services
Shirley & Abe Bielski
Janice Bing
Cydnee Blattner
Agnes & Mitchell Bloch
Christine & Andrew Block
Lauren & William Block
Lois Blonder
Linda & Philip Bloom
Kerrie Bogardus
James Boneau
Josephine Bonnett
Teri & Fred Borakove

Joyce & Charles Borgida
Aura & Barry Bort
Michael Bossen
Robert Bossen
Samuil Boutman
Mary Olivia & Steve Bowers
Sandra Bradley
Carol Bramer
Michelle Branly
Judy Branting
Joan Bray
Linda & David Brewer
Debbie & Lathun Brigman
Jane & Arthur Briskman
Ruchel Broadman
Harriet & Ernest Brodsky
Mel Brodsky
Becky Bromberg
Leslie & Solomon Brotman
Janet & Ralph Brown
Rebecca & Michael Bruce
Roberta Bryce
Caren & Dennis Buchman
Stephen Buchman
Lori & David Burman
Mason Burnham
Olga & Arthur Burns
Sheila & Thomas Burrell
Burrito Gallery Gate Parkway
Rose & Bernard Bush
Laura & Howard Buss
Dee & Walt Bussells
Barbara & Jan Butensky
Sally Butensky
Colleen Canning & Theodore Glasser
Laverne & Andrew Cantor
Paula Caplan
Leslie Carmel & David Golding
Catherine Carryl
Ana & Barney Castellon
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Angelo Cavallaro
Sherry & Gerald Chait
Margot Chartoff
Kim & Mark Cheiken
Lois & Alan Chepenik
Bonnie Cherry
Merle & Ronald Cherry
Susan Cherry
James Chiado
Rita & Gerlad Chiappetta
Mary-Virginia Christakos
Gayle & Charles Chupp
Pauline & Howard Churwin
Judy & Charles Cibene
David Clark
Victoria Clemons
Philip Cline
Marcia & Craig Cohen
Daniel Cohen & Lou Matuyza
David Cohen
Donald Cohen
Estelle Cohen
Shelly & Martin Cohen
Susan & Norman Cohen
Ronald Cohen
Debra & James Collett
Mona & Bland Cologne
Comfort Keepers
Community Bag Program
Community Hospice & Palliative Care
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurants
Corning, Inc.
Harriet Cortell
Grace Costanzo
Dionne Cotterman
Amy Counts & Ron Widlak
Mary & Henry Coxe
Mildred Crafton
Cynthia Crawford
E.T. Crawford

Wade Crews
Helene Cridge
Cecilia & David Cristol
Rose Crum-Johnson
CSX Transportation
Dianne & Ron Cullum
Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
Judith & Thomas Cunniff
Marcia Cypen
Linda Dacks
Mary Dacorta
Dallas Jewish Community Foundation
Beatrice & Charles Darabos
Shelly & Marcelo Darabos
Jodye Darwin
Barbara & Albert Datz
Marilyn & Bernard Datz
Renee Datz
Stephen Datz
Mayan Dave
Beryl Davis
Margaret Davis
Richard Davis
Jacquelyn & Glenn Davis
Judith & James De Arman
Ken De Loreto
Mike De Santo
Nancy & Robert Dean
Christine & William DeBraal
Jose Deleon
Della Porta Agency, LLC
Delores Barr Weaver TCF Staff  
 Giving Fund

Cindy & Moti Demri
Jan & James Dennis
Maria & Kenneth Densmore
Bryan Denton & Robert Euler
Frank Derby
Kim & Derek Dewan
Sandra & Harold Diamond

Pamela Diamond
Ashleigh & John Dickey
Theresa & Fred Dietsch
Dignity Memorial
Patricia Digregorio
Beth & Harvey Dikter
Patricia Markov Dill
Lori & James Dillon
Cynthia Disher
April Dobes
Rachel & Mark Domenico

Doris & John Donnangelo
Carol D’Onofrio
Kevin Donoghue
David Dragan
Barbara & Howard Drayson
Sandi Driben
Carmie & Robert Droker
DuBow Family Foundation, Inc.
Laurie DuBow
Helen & Michael DuBow
Susan DuBow

“ Never have we been prouder of River Garden’s  
 staff for the excellent job they’re doing under  
 the most difficult of circumstances. We all look  
 forward to the time when this dreadful virus   
 is conquered, so that all of us can get back to  
 ’normal.’ Thank you for your perseverance.”
 —  Larry Goldberg, MD, President,  
  River Garden Hebrew Home
 
     

300 Firehouse Gift Cards and 700 Gili’s Lunches 
Contributed Toward Staff Appreciation



Jody Dughi & Alan Segal
Duss Kenney Safer Hampton & Joos, P.A.
Dolores Dworetsky
Rita Dziarnowski
Sue Eaglstein
Mary Ellen & Charles Early
Sandy Eaton
Cindy & Daniel Edelman
Susan & Matthew Edelman
Mary & Jeff Edwards
Margie & Barry Efron
Gloria Einstein
Judy Eisen
Jennifer Eldon
Sue & Ronald Elinoff
Elise Bear & William D. Pollak  
 Family Foundation
Mary Elliott
Arwa ElMaraghi
Emas Spine & Brain Specialists
Holly & Mark Emas
Alexa & Warren Endes
Rita & Steven Engelhardt
Barbara & Mark Engelkes
Stephen Entman
Andrea & Neal Esserman

Jean Euler
Evergreen Cemetery Association
Charlotte & Tom Ewing
ExecGolf
Doris Fagan
Joan Farwell
Betty & David Fastenberg
Mitzie & John Faurest, Jr.
Hannah & Alan Feiler
Jacquelyn Felder
Ronald Felder
Nancy Feldman
Christine Fennell
Sherry & Mark Ferlin
Debby & Alan Fialkow
Etta Fialkow
Larry Filkoff
Harvey Findling
David Finkel
Firehouse Subs
First Coast Mortuary Service
First Coast Security
First Finish, Inc.
Lorie & Lewis Fischer
Joan & Gerald Fisher
Stuart Fisher

Rea & Robert Fleckenstein
Robin Fleet & Philip Coleman
Beth & Michael Fleet
Janis & Robert Fleet
Gail & John Fleming
Laura Flieder
Florida Blue
Edward Flynn
Patsy & William Flynn
Flo & Steve Foody
Justin Ford
Joshua Fortner
Nancy Franklin
Linda & Nathan Franzblau
Patsy & Marc Freeman
Lori Freidlin
Colleen & Steve Frick
Francine Friedman
Michael Friedman
Joyce Fries
Sierra & Adam Frisch
Pat & Benjamin Frisch
Karl Frisch
Harry Frisch
Meredith & Mark Frisch
Michelle Frisch

Jerry Funk
Gail & Paul Furman
Helena Gandell
Marilyn & Harold Garber
Michael Garber
Mary Garnett
Tevis & John Garnett
Vicki & Steven Gatewood
Louise & Bill Gay
Rachel & Robert Gebaide
Rita Geer
Gefen-Jaffe Family Foundation Inc.
Madeline & Stewart Geiger
Renee Geist
Bonnie Gelman
Alois Gendzier
Susan & Gary Gendzier
Debby & Lawrence Gendzier
Sheldon Gendzier
Robert Gerson
Johanna Gigliotti
Marvin Gillman
Suzanne & James Gilstrap
Carol & Randall Ginzig
Claire Glasser
Jan & Bruce Glassman
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Rachel Glatzer
Marion Glickler
Barbara Glickstein
Emily & Martin Glickstein
Paul Glickstein
Vicki-lynne Gloger & Rod Hindman
Madelyn & George Glossman
Rita Glover
Cecile Goetz
Jeffrey Goetz
Susan & Martin Goetz
Joanne & Robert Goetz
Alice & Lewis Gold
Phyllis & Lawrence Goldberg
Patricia Goldberg
Marilynn & Ira Goldfield
Alan Goldman
Kenneth Goldman
Diane & Nathan Goldman
Jackie & Stephen Goldman
Billie Goldstein & Scott Lewis
Janet Goldstein
Doris & Jeffrey Goldstein
Miriam Goldstein
Ruth Goldstein
Alan Goldsticker
Marina Golysheva & Aleksandr Prodan
Cathy & David Gooding
Marilyn & Rabbi Robert Goodman
Ethel Goodmark
Renee & Edwin Gordon
Hannah Gottlieb
Rachelle & Jeffrey Gottlieb
Marcia Grado
Cindi & Henry Graeber
Michelle & Neill Graff-Radford
Linda & Lloyd Granat
Jane & Ira Grann
Amy Grass-Gilmore & Jack Gilmore, III
Annette Grauer
Gloria Gray

GrayRobinson, Attorneys at Law
Nancy & Mark Green
Chary & Michael Greenburg
Ilyse & Chip Greene
Gail Greenfield
Milton Greenspan
Jennifer & Robert Greenspoon
Gari Greenwald
Jeffrey Greenwald
Ann & Ed Grenadier
Kathy & Robert Griffiths
Angela & Stuart Grodanz
Anne Grossman
Gail & Sheldon Grossman
Gloria & Raoul Guthman
Edith & Albert Haimes
Lydia & Eddie Hall
Lisette Halpern
Robin & Stanley Halpern
Hanania Automotive Group
Deborah & Jack Hanania
Reily & Michael Hardee
Roberta Harmon
Rebecca & John Harrington
Harris Brown, P.A.
Lisa & Jerry Harris
Sigrid & Jordan Harris
Debby & Thomas Harris
Xiomara Harris
Mary Hart
Jessica & Victor Hassid
Colleen & Paul Hayden
Bonnie Hayflick
Theresa Hazel
Rosa & Michael Heard
Roma Heaven
Florence & Marvin Heitner
Carolyn & Frederick Heitzhausen
Leslie Held
Donna & Harlan Helming
Marie Helms

E.J. Helow
Carol & Paul Hennes
Jodi Herb
Andrea & Christopher Hernandez
Sherry & Mike Herring
Jane & Robert Hersh
Michael Heubeck
Shari & Brian Hickey
Kelly Hiden
Judith Higgison
Mildred & Searle Highleyman
Lisa & Rick Hike
Helen & John Hill

Linda Hilsenrad & Jonathan Pierce
Jackie & Steven Himmelfarb
Steffi & Alan Himmelstein
Kathy & Scott Hippensteel
Carolyn & Robert Hirsch
Elaine Hodz
Jonathan Hogan
Royal Holian
Mayalene & Tharin Holland
Margie & Aaron Holzer
Home Depot Pro
Miriam & David Honig
Joannie Hooten

Paula & Kenneth Horn
Edith & Bruce Horovitz
Charlie Houtz
Karen Hrubiak
HUB International Florida
Dick Hulcher
Deborah & Douglas Hurst
Dawn & Michael Huskey
Janet & Murray Husney
Jennifer & Jono Hustis
Faye Hyken
Marcie & Michael Ibach
Judith & Ted Isaacs

Kim & Jonathan Israel
Barbara Ivose
Delphine & Leonard Jablonski
Eva & Ira Jackler
Allison & Kenneth Jacobs
Sheila & Leo Jacobson
Pamela & William Jaeger
Irene & James Jaffa
Barbara & Lawrence Jaffe
Gail Jarrett
Sue Gottesmann-Jarzyma &  
 Anthony D. Jarzyna

JC Ventures of Jax
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“ Even though my mother has been a resident,  
 in Development, I am normally far-removed   
 from resident care. I got a very unique  
 view of the care perspective … to see the   
 impact of simple daily interactions like  
 bringing a meal and chatting with a   
 resident — now, I really understand how  
 much it means.”
 — Michelle Branly, Development Associate
 



Sandra Jenkins
Charlotte Jensen
Jewish Federation & Foundation  
 of Northeast Florida

The Joe P. Safer Endowment Fund
David Johnson
Theodore Johnson
Elyse & Rich Jonas
Patricia Jones
Jordan and Shirley Ansbacher  
 Family Foundation, Inc.
Susan & Alan Joseph
Anne & Charles Joseph

Tracy & Norman Joseph
Jumpin Jax House of Food
Rhoda & Norman Kagan
Randy Kammer & Jeff Wollitz
Rosely & Robert Kanner
Kathy & Lawrence Kanter
Sharon & Stanley Kantor
Harriett & Sheldon Kaplan
Kapooki Enterprizes, LTD
Nadolyn & Kenny Karchmer
Marcelle & Nolan Karstaedt
Cathy & David Kasriel
Rita & Martin Katcher

Barbara Katron
Deborah & Alan Katz
Jeff Katz
Libbie & Manfred Katz
Mimi & Martin Kaufman
Farah & Andrew Kaufmann
Beverly & Howard Kaufmann
Karen & Andrew Kaunitz
Lawrence Kavanaugh
Susan Kay & David Baron
Debby & Don Kaye
Barbara Kazin
Kazu Japanese Restaurant
Kelli Keeley
Barbara Kelley
Sharon Kellogg
Dean Kelly
Francine & James Kempner
Caryn Kenny & Leon Yergin
Delores & Morton Kesler
Sandy Kesler
Sharon Kesler
Kimberly Clark Corporation
Patsy Kinney
Jane Kirschenbaum
KKBE Sisterhood
Marcia Kleiman
Carol & William Klein
Stacia & Ara Klidjian
Audrey Klippel
Harley Knack
Janice Knack
Knockout Pest Elimination, Inc.
Blanche & Steven Koegler
Audrey Kopelman
Joy & Howard Korman
Pam & Michael Korn
Ralph Kornblatt
Harry Koslowski
Lynda & Howard Kosoy

Steven Kowalski
Sharon Kowkabany
Iris & Mark Kraemer
Sylvia Kraemer
Sue & William Krall
Joyce Kramzer
Shirley & Richard Kravitz
Phyllis Krichev
Paula & Scott Kukelhan
Don Kupfer
Carl Kutlin
Elizabeth Kwarteng
Marilyn Ladis
Polina Ladyzhenskaya
Ginny & Dennis Lafer
Pam Lamontagne
Irene & Anthony Lane
Mary Lang
Kristy Langtry
Susan & Kenneth Lanning
Goldie Lansky
Nancy & Richard Lantinberg
Linda LaRock
Stephen Latimer
Andrew Lau
Wilfred Lavoie
Joanne & James Lawson
Helaine & Gerald Lazarus
Susan & Lou Lazarus
Sam Lazarus
Marcy & Brian Leach
Jodie & Eric Leach
Stacy & Jeffrey Leach
Anna Leavey
Jean Lebowitz
Theresa & Michael Lebowitz
Thelma Lebowitz
Janice Leckart Smith
Kathy Ledvina
Gwen Lee & Bruce Meiselman
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Susan & Ron Lee
Beverly & Jeff Leif
Aimee Leon
Marsha & Jason Lesser
Louise Leve
Ilene & Jeffrey Levenson
Joan & Ronald Levin
Judy & Michael Levin
Irene & Howard Levine
Christina & Mark Levine
Sue & Mitchell Levine
Joan & Les Levinson
Larry Levy
Rosalind Levy
Lila Lewis
Phyllis Lewis
Suzanne Lichter
Linnea’s Lights
Lipham & Hagler PA
Leonard Lipkin
Susan & Roger Lippman
Jan & Bruce Lipsky
Deanna & Michael Lissner
Deborah & Michael Lithman
Monte Locander
Jill & Mark Lodinger
Dorothy Lomas
Hugh Lomas
Sharon Lomax
Karen & Randall Long
Robert Long, Jr.
Ann & Tom Long
The Loop Restaurant Group, Inc.
Joanne Lowell
Susan & Rabbi Jonathan Lubliner
Sylvia Lubliner
Anne & Robert Lufrano
Paul Lussier
Hazel Mack
Pearl Mack

Elaine & Richard Mack
Madaus Family Fund
Susan & Martin Madaus
Andrea & Steven Mail
Lynn & Leonardo Maiman
Frances & Brent Malever
Kathy Malnove
Holly & Paul Mandelkern
Marco Family Foundation
Julie & David Marco
Lonnie Margol
Della Margoles
Jan & Alan Margolies
Jennifer & Adam Marko
Howard Markowitz
Scott Markowitz
Jo & Alan Marks
Alberta Marks
Penny & Jeffrey Marks
Marvin Marks
Kelly Marsh
Nancy & Richard Marsh
Daria Martin
Marti Martin
Susan Martinez
Marilyn & Mike Mass
David Masters
Susan Masucci
Charlotte Matlick
Carol & Harvey Matoren
Mattiace Golf
Deinya & John Mautz
Mary & Steven May
Charlotte Mayo
Anne & Marc Mayo
Leslie McCafferty
Jan McCormick
Barbara McGuan
Stephanie McQuaig
Kathy & Gordon Meggison

Caroline Meinstein
June & Stephen Meinstein
Evelyn & Lewis Meisel
Rachel Meisel
Steve Meisel
Dorothy & Richard Melker
Wendy & Jack Melnikoff
Natalie & Rabbi Eli Menaged
Linda Messina
Hilde & Yosef Meyer
Harriet Meyerhoff
Janie & Gene Meyers
Charles Mibab
Perry Mibab
David Michelson

Steven Michelson
Monique & David Miller
Roberta & Jeffrey Miller
Laura Miller
Mike Miller
Kimberly & Jeremy Millrood
David Millstone
Marilyn Millstone & Bill Apter
Stuart Millstone
Debbie & Eddie Mims
Bobbie Minton
Kathryn Minton
Lorene Minton
Dina & Arie Mirsky
Mary Mizell
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With deepest gratitude to all 2020 donors, 
including the Guardians of Tomorrow who  
are investing in the future by including  
River Garden in their estate plan. Thank  
you to the River Garden Auxiliary, the 
Ruby Diamond Foundation of Tallahassee, 
the Weinberg Foundation and the Jewish 
Federation & Foundation of Northeast Florida. 
     

“ The staff’s pleasure in watching residents   
 leave our COVID unit and go back to  
 their rooms … their feelings of  
 accomplishment and the joy on their  
 faces knowing they helped people survive 
 this terrible virus was inspiring to watch.”
 — Mauri Mizrahi, Associate Administrator  
     



Mauri & Alan Mizrahi
Nancy & Jack Mizrahi
Judy Mizrahi
Mollie Mizrahi
MMI Hotel Group - MMI Dining Systems
Heloisa & Paul Monno
Irene Montaigne
Moore Stephens Lovelace, P.A.
Kari & Chris Moore
Richard Moore, Jr.
Kim & Roger Morgan
Rachel & Craig Morgenthal
Robin & Jeffery Morris
Linda Morse
Goldie Morton
Evelyn & Charles Moskovitz
Robin Moskovitz
Miriam & Larry Movsovitz
Kaki & Seth Movsovitz
MSL CPAs and Advisors
Margot Murray
Museum of Science and History
Ruth & Bernard Nachman
Charles Nam
Alyse & Alan Nathans
Phyllis & Dwight Naylor

Tmima & Steven Neihaus
Karen Nelson
Liliana & Samuel Neuman
Samuel Newey
Emilie Newman
Lorraine Newman
Pamela & Simon Newman
Arlene & William Newman
Thelma & Robert Nied
Laura Noel
Georgianne Normand
Northwest Periodontics
Carla Nott & Ariel Gaviglio
Faye & Lou Nussbaum
Richard Nussbaum
Nancy & Jeffrey Nykerk
Barbara & Richard Nykerk
Ailish O’Connor & Timothy Robinson
Peggy & Kenneth Organes
Carole & Lawrence Ort
Robbin & Matthew Ossi
Ashley Osterer
Kathy & Morrie Osterer
Anne & Lee Ostroff
Stosh Ostrow
Elaine Overstreet

Peggy & Philip Paget
Donna & Elliott Palevsky
Ray Palevsky
Bernadeth Palompo & Jerome Tyson
Lynda & Arthur Papale
Debbie & Jeffrey Parker
Lucy Parks
Karen & David Parks
Partners Pharmacy
Sharon & Shyam Paryani
Rebecca Patel
Mary Patterson
Judy & Herman Paul
Angie & Michael Paul
Shannon Pearce
Evelyn Peck
Michael Peck
Pamela & Arthur Peffer, III
Michelle & Mark Penson
Ellen Perecman
Karen Perkner
Rabbi Gary Perras
Mara Perry

Lisa Pertierra
Rafael Pertierra
PGA TOUR Charities, Inc.
Patti Pierucci
Rena & Harvey Pies
Susan & Ed Pilcer
Evelyn & Jerry Pionessa
Suzan & Mark Pionessa
Dulce Pires
Laura Platzer
Michael Platzer
Rose Lynn & Herb Plotkin
Cheryl & Jay Plotkin
Jen & Richard Plotkin
Lita & Ron Poehlman
Sarah & Roger Poeppel
Joanne Polichetti
Susan & Leonard Pollack
Brenda & Buddy Pollak, Sr.
Marsha & Ronald Pollock
Lisa & Mike Poremba
Edie & Steve Porter
Julia & Jay Portnoy
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Barbara & Jerry Portnoy
Phyllis Portnoy
Nina Powell
Penny & Tom Powell
Stan Press
Iris Presser
Neil Presser
Price Jacksonville, Inc.
Charles Price
Faye & Sam Price
Ira Price
Jonathan Price
Michael Price
Miriam T. Finegold Price
Sue & Ned Price

Eunice Priester
Alice & Lonnie Prince
Laura Abramson-Pritchard &  
 Keith Pritchard
Maria & Jim Proctor
Professional Testing Corporation
Progression Partners, LLC
PRP Wine International
Carol & Stephen Puldy
Bonnie & Rick Purpura
Cathy & Gil Quarrier
Arlene & Jerry Rademan
Katherine & Burnnett Radosh
Robin & Marco Rand
Molly Raphael

Marcia Rector
Rein Family Foundation
Harry W. Reinstine, Jr.
Barbara Resnick
Sondra Resnikoff
Diane Reuler
Erin Revak
Dolores & Nicholas Riccardi
Deena & James Richman
Ina Richter
Lauren & Matthew Rickoff
Toby Ringel
Meryl & Harris Rittenberg
River Garden Auxiliary
Kim & David Robbins
Kate Robbins
William Robertson
Robin Family Fund
Peggy & Edward Robin
Madelyn & Mathew Robins
Denice & John Roche
Howard Roey
Cheryl & Steve Roffman
Janet Rogers
Marjie & Abraham Rogozinski
Jeanine & Chaim Rogozinski
Randi & Sam Rogozinski
Louise & Steve Rohan
Maxine & Don Romo
The Ronnie and Jerrold Rosenbaum         
 Family Foundation
Stanley Rose
Peter Rosen
Spring & Jerrold Rosenbaum
Joan & Lee Rosenberg
Joanne & Sanford Rosenberg
Eve & Howard Rosenblatt
Sanford Rosenblatt
Sharon Rosenblum
Rabbi Shira Rosenblum

Stacia Rosenblum
Sandy & Martin Rosenfield
Patricia Rosenthal
Ellen & Alan Rosner
Jill & Mark Rosner
Marci & Charles Ross
Emily & Erik Rostholder
Nina & Neal Roth
Sandi Roth
Evan Rothstein
Marj & Jerome Rothstein
Lorry & Paul Rothstein
Diane & Mitchell Rothstein
Nan Rothstein
Sally Rothstein
Bella & Grigory Royzen
Catherine Rozansky
Ellen & George Rubens
Arlene Rubin
Ruby Diamond Foundation
Joe Rutansky
Barbara Rutkowski
Carol Sack
Daryl Sadowsky
Beverly Saeks
Edwin Safer
Eleanor Safer
Barbara & Eliot Safer
Annette & Jay Safer
Rubye Safer
Gaye Sager
St. Augustine Alligator Farm
St. Augustine Lighthouse &  
 Maritime Museum
St. Augustine Pirate & Treasure Museum
Bess Saliman
San Sebastian Winery
Jeanne & Rabbi Martin Sandberg
Lisa Sandler
Bonnie & Neil Sandler
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During 2020, Chief Nursing Officer Carol Thomas
was recognized as Leading Age Florida 2020
Executive of the Year. Staff nominated Carol 
because of the outstanding leadership she has 
shared with our agency. She cares deeply about  
our residents and her staff, and is now  
managing through this pandemic.



Marilyn & Thomas Sanger
Eleanor Sapolsky
Jack Sapolsky
Wendy & Jeffrey Sapolsky
Frieda & Leonard Saraga
Joan & Jack Sawinski
Carla & Nelson Sawyer
Saxon Business Systems
Shari & Mark Saye
Cindy & Ed Sbalbi
Nancy & David Schachnovsky
Janet & Michael Scharf
Ciel & Matt Schellenberg
Amy Schemer
Frances Schemer
Dale & Jack Schemer
Vina & William Schemer
Lisa & Alan Schimmel
Ilene Schinasi

Deborah & Jonathan Schlackman
Lois & Harvey Schlesinger
Eric Schmidt
Marcelle Schmikler
Craig & Misti Schneider
Barbara & Michael Schneider
Victor Schneider
Ryan Schoch
Stephen Schreiber
Faye & Ari Schuchman
Gloria Schulman
Karen Schulman
Frank Schulwolf
Sondra & Martin Schwartz
Rhea & Marvin Schwartz
Judee Schwartzman
Randi Schweriner & David Kritz
Melissa & Josh Scobee
Judi & Mark Seale

William Searcy
Ruth & Arnold Seebol
Sheryl & Kenneth Sekine
Select Rehab
Selevan Family Foundation, Inc.
Rebekah & Andrew Selevan
Susan & Jack Selevan
Jennie & Marc Selevan
Fran & Russell Selevan
Sandy & Rob Selwitz
Setzer Family
Ellen & Barry Setzer
Melanie & Ben Setzer
Debra & Leonard Setzer
Lauren & Michael Setzer
Paula & Alan Setzer
Nancie & Mark Severs
Eleanor & Jeffrey Shachat
Desiree & Abe Shalley
Sandy & Craig Shapiro
Harry Shapiro
Robyn & Rabbi Merrill Shapiro
Margot & Michael Shapiro
Frances & Stephen Shapiro
Deborah & Steven Shapiro
Alice & Arthur Sherman
Robin Sherman
Virginia Shields
David Shilliday
Nina & Doug Shine
Carole Shlipak
Beth & Mark Shorstein
Marsha Shrago
Lyudmila & Boris Shteyn
Galina & Sem Shteyn
Shari & David Shuman
Frank Shumer
Tammy & Robert Shumer
Helen & Edward Siegel

Rochelle Siegel
Susan & Arnold Signer
Kim & Raymond Silbar
Ann & Leon Silke
Laine & Gary Silverfield
Gene Silverman
Nancy Silverman
Rachel Silverman
Rhonda & Joel Silverman
Judy & Stephen Silverman
Ilene Silverman-Budd
Maura & Alex Silverstein
Nina & Irwin Silverstein
Shannon & Michael Silverstein
Loretta & Robert Simon
Barbara Simons & Steven Hall
Marilyn Sims
Dea & Mike Sims
Elaine & Sheldon Singal
Theresa & Alan Singer
Frederick Singer
Louise Singer
Kim & Richard Sisisky
Thomas Slade
Dorothy & Mark Slepikas
Irene Sloat
Lauren Sloat
Lisa Sloat
Marvin Slott
Joscelyne Smiley
Jan & Eric Smith
Evangelene Smith
Lois Smith
Skippy Smith
Sharon Smith
Eric Sneed
Renee Soforenko
Bonnie Solloway
Michael Solloway
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Carole Solomon
Laura & David Solomon
Jared Solomon & Matthew Brennan
Wendy & Robert Solomon
Sherry & Craig Sommers
Natalie & Steven Sondheimer
Betty & Michael Sorna, Jr.
Ruth Southerland
Margaret Spencer
Rae & Joe Spengler
Sheila & Alan Spiwak
Sheree & Tom Spriggs
Victor Springer
SRB & Associates, MD, LLC
Amanda & Christopher Stanley
Rita & Mandell Stearman
Cheryl Stein
Daniel Stein
Linda & David Stein
Marilyn Stein
Ruthie Stein
Randee & Martin Steinberg
Stellar
The Stephen & Judith Silverman     
 Endowment Fund
Carol Stephens
Susan & Gerald Sternstein
Adele Stewart
Ann Stone
Bernice Stone
Melissa & Douglas Storch
Amy & Bob Stracener
Jean Stratford
Allan Straw
Nancy & Jayson Stringfellow
Gina & Richard Stromberg
Julia Stroud
George Strumlauf
Beth & James Stuebgen
Sue & Eli Subin

Suffolk Construction
Debra & David Sumlin
SunTrust now Truist
Marlene Sussman
Inez Sydow & Gary Kazin
Marcia Tabak & Ed Webman
Ina Taffet
Susan & Larry Tallis
Benny Talpalar
Sharon Talpalar & Evelyn Hillhouse
Millie & Ed Tannen
Nancy Tanney
Carol Taylor
Kathy & David Teichert
Robin & Kingsley Tharpe, III
The Grippi Baker Group LLC
The Haskell Company
The Miriam E. Masters Family Trust
The Ronald Cohen Endowment Fund
The Toro Foundation
Yvonne Thomas
Joanne Thompson
Michael Thornton
Marion Tischler
TMC USA LLC
Toney Construction Co. Inc.
Meagan & Mark Toney
Mary Toney
Claudia & Richard Toney
TopGolf
Trager Family Foundation
Alison & Brent Trager
Trane
Ann & Earle Traynham
Tree Amigos Outdoor Services
Danielle & Arnold Tritt
Martha & Fred Tromberg
Marsha Tucker
Carol Turbow
Linda Turner

Jean & Michael Tyson
Kirsten Ullman & Brian Bursa
Gilda Ullman
Phyllis & Harold Valvik
Phyllis Vandermolen
Tracey & David Vandroff
Eileen Vandroff
Phyllis Vandroff
Valerie Vandroff
Carolyne & Michael Velkovich
Gail & Robert Velo
Dorothy Verstandig
Barbara & Brian Vitsky
Karen & Cantor Eliot Vogel
Lilya Volkovinsky
Susan Waddell
Frank Wadler

Sheldon Wadler
Leonore Wagman
David Wagner
Joan Waitz
Pat Wallace
Sandra & Eugene Walter, Jr.
Jeanne & Charles Ward, Jr.
Risa & Steven Warfield
Beverly Warner
Denise & Pat Warner
Terese Warner & Mike Alford
Marcia Wasser
Marte & Paul Wasserman
Jean & Beechmond Watson
Shirley Waxman & Cantor Joel Bressler
Malka & Neil Webman
Cheryl Weidner

2020 SUPPORTERS

8,000 COVID-19 Tests 
Administered to Staff

“ We had a bright end to the year, celebrating  
 with our first round of vaccines. Our friends at  
 Walgreens coordinated and supplied our  
 vaccine clinic. With their support we had a stellar  
 vaccine adoption rate and we are so grateful.”
 —  Bobbie Jo Mentz, Associate Administrator
 
     



Jerome Weidner
Beth Weinberg
Arlene & Larry Weinberg
Linda & Michael Weinroth
Renee Weinstein
Jill & Michael Weiss
Randell Weiss
Harold Weisstein
Sandra & Steven Weisstein
Dianne & Jerome Weitzen
Wells Fargo Advisors
Sara & Bruce Werner
Paul Wexler
Thomas White
Whitey’s Fish Camp
Lee & Stephen Whitfield

Elyse & Joshua Whitman
Barbara & John Whittaker
Mary Whittle
Jeff Wiener
Meryl Wiernik
Stacie & Larry Wilf
Parker Wilf
Stacy & Blaine Wilson
Judy & George R. Wilson
Donna & Henry Wilson, Jr.
Mary & Edward Wirick, Jr.
Brett & Jessica Wishna
Sharon & Bruce Witten
Cindy & Dan Wohl
Sandra & Rabbi Sylvin Wolf
Wolfson Family Foundation

Marilyn Wolfson
Harriet Wollman
Carole Wolpin
Beth & Howard Wolpoff
Daphne & Frank Woodard
World Golf Hall of Fame/IMAX
Elaine Wright
Joseph Wygoda
Marjorie Wyzan
Lois & Jackson Ybanez
Arlene & Evan Yegelwel
Charles Young
Frances Young
Jana & Joshua Zager
Talie & Dana Zaifert
Elise & Stuart Zall

Brooke & Bradley Zaner
Liz & Martin Zaner
Michael Zaner
Anthony Zebouni
Charlene Zeiberg
Frances & Emilio Zeller, III
Zimmerman Family Foundation
Bradley Zimmerman
Elli & Charles Zimmerman
Chase & Morrie Zimmerman
Sanford Zimmerman
Nancy & Seeman Zimmerman
Eunice & Barry Zisser
Kimberly Zlatanoff
 

2020 SUPPORTERS

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION    2020 ANNUAL REPORT32

“ River Garden will come out of COVID-19 as    
 a stronger, more robust care community.  
 We have worked well together; we’ve   
 shown each other that we can accomplish  
 anything — anything, as long as we are  
 all working together in common purpose.” 

 — Marty Goetz, CEO 
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Short-Stay Skil led Nursing & Rehabili tation

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care

Adult Day Program

Outpatient Therapy

Home Health Care

Independent Living

Foundation

11401 Old St. Augustine Road, Jacksonvil le, FL 32258

(904) 260.1818 | RiverGarden.org

   @RiverGardenSeniorServices

A beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation and 
Foundation of Northeast Florida.
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